a multiplex SOH detecting unit which detects the multiplex SOH bytes in the second 
SOH of a second high-speed SDH frame without changing the line overhead and the payload of 
the second high-speed SDH frame when the second high-speed SDH frame reaches the 
transmission apparatus. 

10. (currently amended) A transmission method which transmits low-speed SDH 
signals using a high-speed SDH frame, the transmission method comprising the steps of: 

multiplexing the low-speed SDH signals into the high-speed SDH frame, the high-speed 
SDH frame including an information payload, a line overhead and a section overhead, the section 
overhead being divided into a first section overhead SOH and a second section overhead SOH, 
the first SOH carrying regenerator SOH bytes and the second SOH carrying multiplex SOH 
bytes; 

generating the multiplex SOH bytes in the second SOH of the high-speed SDH frame 
without changing the line overhead and the payload before the high-speed SDH frame is 
transmitted by a transmit-side high-level line terminating equipment; 

wherein said generating step includes adding stuffing bytes to the second SOH of the 
frame when the high-speed SDH frame is generated, the stuffing bytes being larger in number 
than a product of an allowed clock frequency error and a total number of line-related bytes 
contained in one of the low-speed SDH signals; mid 

detecting the multiplex SOH bytes in the second SOH of the high-speed SDH frame 
without changing the line overhead and the payload when the high-speed SDH frame reaches the 
receive-side high-level line terminating equipment. 
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REMARKS 

Claims 3 - 10 are pending in the application. Applicant amends claims 9 and 10 with 
regard to informalities, and proposed an amendment to FIG. 3B. No new matter is added. 

Applicant thanks the Examiner for holding interviews with Applicant on July 23, 2003 
and July 25, 2003. As summarized by the Examiner in associated Interview Summaries, 
agreement was reached with regard to amendments to claims 9 and 10, and a proposed 
amendment to FIG. 3B to correct a spelling error. An Examiner's amendment as to claims 9 and 
10 was mailed on August 8, 2003 as part of the Interview Summary for the interview of July 25, 
2003. 

In the interview of July 23, 2003, Applicant's representative and Examiner Volper 
discussed proposed amendments to claims 9 and 10 to better describe Applicant's claimed 
invention. Specifically, Examiner Volper proposed specifying a first high-speed SDH frame and 
second high-speed SDH frame in claim 9 to indicate distinct operations performed by 
Applicant's claimed multiplex SOH generating unit and multiplex SOH detecting unit, 
respectively. Examiner Volper also proposed a re-ordering of the limitations of each of claims 9 
and 10 in order to better represent the sequence of steps in Applicant's claimed method. 
Examiner Volper also asked for the correction of a spelling error in FIG. 3B. 

The present Amendment under 37 C.F.R. § 1.312 requests approval of a proposed 
amendment to FIG. 3B to correct the associated spelling error, requests approval of additional 
amendments to claims 9 and 10 with regard to informalities, and provides Applicant's summary 
of the substance of the interviews of July 23, 2003 and July 25, 2003 as required by MPEP § 
713.04. 

An earnest effort has been made to be fully responsive to the Examiner's objections. In 
view of the above amendments and remarks, it is believed that claims 3-10, consisting of 

5 
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independent claims 9 and 10, and the claims dependent therefrom, are in condition for 
allowance. Passage of this case to allowance is earnestly solicited. However, if for any reason 
the Examiner should consider this application not to be in condition for allowance, she is 
respectfully requested to telephone the undersigned attorney at the number listed below prior to 
issuing a further Action. 

Any fee due with this paper may be charged on Deposit Account 50-1290. 



CUSTOMER NUMBER 026304 

Katten Muchin Zavis Rosenman 
575 Madison Avenue 
New York, NY 10022-2585 
(212) 940-8729 

Docket No.: FUJI 16.768 (100794-09718) 
TJB:pm 



Respectfully submitted, 




Reg. No. 44,528 
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